
 
 

Alde Spring Flower Show April 2021 
 
The ACC announced last month its intention to hold its Spring Flower 
Show in early April. The intention is undiminished and it is still 
envisaged that it will go ahead, either in Sweffling village hut, or on 
Sweffling town field. 
The precise date and venue for the show depends on the COVID 
regulations which will be in force in April. First and foremost, 
participation is not limited to ACC members. Secondly, it is intended to 
be enjoyable for the growers, spectators and all participants. 
There is a broad format to the show All entries have to be at the site by 
10.00am. No entry after that time. 
Judging will begin at 10.00am, no-one except the judge will be present. 
The show will open at 2.00pm Prize giving at 3.00pm followed by 
raffle. 
There are a wide variety of classes for entries covering seasonal 
flowers, displays and arrangements, with special sections for young 
exhibitors (up to 10, and up to 15). 
Lynda Newson (telephone 01728 663325) 
 
 
 

Editor Deadline 
Friday 19 March 2021 

Contact: Sheila Chattell. bruisyardnews@gmail.com 
 
 
 

Your Mobile Library 
The Mobile Library Service is currently suspended 

All loans have been extended until 1 March 2021 and 
 overdue charges are also suspended.  

 

Any questions or concerns please call 01473 351249 
 
 

Parish Council 
Next Meeting scheduled for Monday 8 March 2021 
 at 7.30 pm  
 (Details will be confirmed closer to the date)  
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From the Parish Council 
 

We hope that everyone in Bruisyard is staying well and healthy during such 
a challenging time for us all. Our community has come together to look 
out for family, neighbours and the vulnerable. 
 
Whilst the Village has seemed very quiet, the Parish Council and Village 
Hall committee have continued to plan for the future re-opening of the 
Village Hall. The Hall is closed during this current lockdown period but we 
have been able to continue the cleaning and risk assessments. We have 
also been carrying out essential safety work and necessary maintenance to 
the Hall and the Park. 
We have had a Dog Litter Bin installed in the park close to the gate into 
the car park which will be emptied weekly. Some trees at the edge of the 
Park had rotted at the base and it was essential that these were felled as 
they were in danger of bringing down power lines if they were not taken 
out. It is planned to replace these with native flowering trees 
 
At our January meeting we welcomed three new local Councillors - these 
are Ray Farrar, James Ingmire and Albert Lain. We look forward to their 
contribution and involvement in Village plans. 
 

Thank you for your support. 
 
Paul Church, Chair Bruisyard Parish Council 
 
 

From St Peter’s Church Bruisyard 
 
 

Unfortunately there are no services being held at 
St. Peter’s due to lockdown restrictions, but the 
church is open for private prayer. Keep safe and 
best wishes to everyone.       Rupert and Sally. 

Please contact Rupert on 01728 638393 
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John and Teresa McKee 
 

John and Teresa decided at the end of last year to stand down from the 
Village Hall Committee where they have contributed so much. John 
McKee has also stepped down from his role on the Parish Council. John 
and Teresa have lived in the village since 1972, and have been active 
members of the community and with the Village Hall for many years. 
 
The East Anglian Daily Times printed an article in January, introducing 
John as one of their ‘Community Heroes’. The article was written by 
their reporter Katy Sandalls and we have printed excerpts below with 
our appreciation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John McKee 

 
A community veteran of 40 years has doubts he'll be slowing down 
anytime soon despite leaving his village's parish council. 
John McKee, from Bruisyard near Framlingham, has been serving the 
village in a number of roles since moving there in the 1970s. Mr 
McKee, now 81, has just retired from one of his numerous roles in the 
community after having spent nearly four decades on Bruisyard Parish 
Council. 
However, that's not the only role Mr McKee has played in the village 
over the years. As well as sitting on the parish council, he's also served 
on Alde Community Council which helps fund projects across Bruisyard 
as well as in the neighbouring villages of Rendham and Sweffling. 

——— 
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It wasn’t quite the same when he arrived in an area then known as 
Rendham West back in 1972. 
There wasn’t a lot going on here,” he said “There was nothing.” 
Anyone wanting to have a social event would have to go to neighbouring 
villages. 
Mr McKee was part of a group that helped to fundraise enough money so 
that Bruisyard could have its own village hall. 
Following the raising of thousands of pounds for the site, work began on 
constructing the hall in 2009 and the building was opened to the public in 
2010. It’s now used by a number of different groups in the village and is 
managed by the village hall committee which Mr McKee has also sat on. 

——— 
Mr McKee has hosted a number of different themed lunches and evenings 
which have helped to raise thousands of pounds for charity. 
It's estimated that he has raised around £10,000 for the East of England 
Air Ambulance, St Peter's Church in Bruisyard and the charity Bike Action. 
He's believed to have raised almost the same again for other charities as 
well. 
Some of his most popular events have included ‘soup and pud’ lunches 
and ‘sausage and mash’ evenings. 

“I would make a soup,” said Mr McKee. 
“And my wife would make a sweet. 
“We gave people brilliant soups. You could see the vegetables and meat. 
“Sometimes we would have up to 50 people come.” The event was so 
popular they would regularly have people come from miles around to take 
part including as far as Framlingham and Kessingland. 

——— 
Another favourite in the village hall was country music evenings which 
again proved popular. 
“We used to have people come up from Southend in Essex,” said Mr 
McKee. “They were always here. 
“We had some very good artists, some who had been on television. I just 
enjoyed doing it.” 

———
Who it is that has helped inspire 
Mr McKee and help him keep going 
through all of his endeavours? 
“It’s my wife,” said Mr McKee. 
“She’s the one that helps me.” 
 

Photo credits - Paul Church 
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